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Brian Hughes, Hunter Local Land Services

Seafood Industry adapting to change 
on the Mid North Coast of NSW
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What’s important to you?
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Oral history project – Jo Kijas
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2015: Wallis Lake industry was struggling 
- oyster production and prawn catches down 

Courtesy of Lex Neilsen
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Environmental sensor network

• Oyster Transformation Project
• Statewide
• Reduce closures, HABs

• Oyster overcatch research project
• improving drying regimes
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Sub-catchment 
program in 
Pelican Bay

Mitchell’s Island
Manning River

- Stock fencing
- Tidal Barriers 

What’s important to you?

19

20



8/06/2022

11

Changing 
infrastructure

= Changing habitat values
= Need co-adaptation

Exerpts from Historical Records of New South Wales. Vol. IV. Hunter and King. 1800, 1801, 1802. Edited by F.M. 
Bladen. Sydney: Charles Potter, 1896
(pps. 414-416)

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL PATERSON TO GOVERNOR KING. (King Papers)

Hunter River, 25th June, 1801

“ … the quantity of oyster shells on the beaches inland is 

beyond conception ; they are in some places for miles. These 

are four feet deep, without either sand or earth. Vessels might 

lay within a few yards of where they are found.”
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Oyster banks / Aboriginal “path” to Tuncurry

The Cut

Coomba

Tuncurry

Shellbeds made by using cabbage tree 
palm trunks, sand/gravel, oyster shells
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“More of anything? More of everything!”
Oyster Reef prioritisation

• Consider all estuarine habitats
- Do we need oyster reefs? YES
- Where will we get best fish habitat outcomes?

• Ben Gilby - University of the Sunshine Coast

• Wallis Lake with Manning River to follow
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Monitoring program
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February 2020 – minor flood 
(shown here)
March 2021 – major flood
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More info

• https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/regions/hunter/projects-and-
programs/climate-ready-aquaculture

• Short video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OTBEs_p5Xhs

• Full-length video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnLWCJJYoMU&t=311s
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