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MARINE ESTATE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

History Matters: Gathering knowledge to build social licence for oyster reef restoration

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander viewers are advised that this presentation may contain an image of deceased persons.
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SPE-SHELL SERVICES!

Video: Shane Chalker
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Gaining social licence

Belief
Acceptance

Credibility
Approval

TrustLegitimacy
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Australian Town and Country Journal 1895
Image T Dick, Courtesy State Library of NSW

DEEP TIME
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Image Salty Dingo

“I went …. to sound and explore 
the Bay, in the doing of  which I 

saw some of  the Natives; but they all 
fled at my Approach. I landed in 2 
places, one of  which the people had 

but just left, as there were small fires 
and fresh Muscles broiling upon 

them; here likewise lay Vast heaps 
of  the largest Oyster Shells I 

ever saw”. 
Lieutenant James Cook, HMS Endeavor      

Botany Bay 29 April 1770
James Cook, 1773

Botany Bay mud oysters – Artist SoupSue, soupsue.com

DEEP DIVE COLONIAL HISTORY
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Chart of the Clarence River, George Wilson 1840

Richmond River, from the heads to Wardell, 
Naval Lieutenant J.T. Gowlland, R.N., 1871
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A map of the County of Cumberland in the Colony of New South Wales 
Compiled by W.H. Wells, Land Surveyor 1840 (National Library of Australia)

• 96 maps: definitive information for Hunter, Clarence, 
Richmond

• Clear estuarine features e.g. “beds” or “banks” for 
several other estuaries 

• Oyster Culture Commission Survey 14 estuaries with 
natural beds:
• Hunter, Clarence, Clyde, Richmond, Port Stephens, 

Bellinger, Bherewerre Creek, Botany Bay, Cape 
Hawke (Wallis Lake), Crookhaven & Shoalhaven, 
Jervis Bay, Manning, Macleay, Port Macquarie 
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Historic Shellfish Reefs Research Results
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THE GREAT

OYSTER RUSH

www.marine.nsw.gov.auOysters in mortar, Vaucluse  House. Photo Jacqui Newling © HHT
Sydney Gazette,  April, October and December 1803.

THE GREAT

OYSTER RUSH
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Beehive lime kiln: 'Limestone Deposits in New South Wales' J.E. Carne and L.J. Jones, in Mineral Resources No. 25, 1918.
Lime Kiln, Cooks River Dam c1870s SLNSW [a089634/SPF/634] Mitchell Library
Oysters in mortar, Vaucluse  House. Photo Jacqui Newling © HHT
Village of Booralee, Atlas of the Suburbs of Sydney, North Botany 1888 
Burning Shells extract Australian Town and Country Journal, 13 June 1874 p937

www.marine.nsw.gov.au

Woodward’s Oyster Saloon, 232 Pitt (George) Street, Sydney
Comino’s Oyster Saloon , William’s Street Sydney 1910 - C. Mottee, from the ‘In Their Own Image: Greek-Australians’ 
National Project Archives, Macquarie University, Sydney
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Reclamation Cooks River 1888
Australian Town and Country Journal, September 29, 1888 p 26
State Library of NSW

GOOD BYE-VALVE OYSTER REEFS!

Background image D. Harasti
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charlotte.jenkins@dpi.nsw.gov.au

marine.nsw.gov.au/projects/oyster-reef-restoration

@nsw_marineestate

Image: Shane Chalker
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