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How do bushfires affect estuaries with respect 
to changes in input of inorganic and organic 
substances in the estuarine sediment?
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(i) severe fires have impacts that extend 
beyond terrestrial and freshwater 
ecosystems into estuarine and 
marine areas

(ii) differences in impact can be 
attributed to the proximity of the fire 
to the estuary
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impacts from 
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 First characterisation of estuarine 
sediment quality changes following major 
bushfires 

 Baseline for the development of 
environmental indicators of bushfire 
impact in these systems

 Identify relevant indicators of wildfire 
impact: metals, nutrients, and pyrogenic 
carbon

 Importance of riverine buffer zones to 
mitigate watershed impacts from bushfires
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